THAT WHICH IS CLAIMED: 

/ l.\ A gateway device comprising: 
/ \ ^ subscriber interface for adapting to a subscriber computer that is 
connected t\ the gateway device to facilitate communications between the subscriber 
computer anM at least one network; and 

XML interface for communicating with an external device via a series 
of XML commands and responses such that the gateway device supports communications 
involving the subscriber computer and the external device without requiring the 
subscriber compiler to support XML commands and responses. 

2. A gateway device according to Claim 1 further comprising an internal web 
10 server for communicking with both said XML interface and the internet to thereby 

facilitate XML-based\ommunications between the gateway device and external devices 
connected to the intemqj 

3. A gateway\device according to Claim 1 wherein said XML interface 
comprises a parser front eiij for determining the type of operation requested by the 

1 5 external device. 

4. A gateway devLe according to Claim 1 wherein said XML interface 
comprises a parser section for Lanizing elements parsed from at least one of an XML 
command and an XML respons^nd for passing at least some of the elements to a 

20 requested application. 

5. A gateway device according to Claim 4 wherein said parser section also 
nests the elements to be passed to theVequested application within an application 
programming interface (API) wrapperJy 

25 
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\ 6 A gateway device according to Claim 1 wherein said XML interface 
coLsesabuiidingsecttonforpreparing responses to requests receivedby the gateway 

device. 

\ A gateway device according to Claim 6 wherein said building section 
assembllesults returned by a requested application into an XML response. 

8 \ A gateway device comprising: 

\ subscriber interface for adapting to a subscriber conaputer that is 
connected to thV^y device to facilitate communications between the subscriber 
computer and atLonenetworlc without requiringthe subscriber computer to support 

XML commands an>d responses; 

an X(X interface comprising a parser front end, a parser section 
responsive to the parseVront end and a building section for communicating with an 
external device via a seri\ofXML commands and responses; and 

an i„temal\eb server for communicating with both said XML mterface 
and the internet to thereby fkitate XML-based communications between the gateway 
device and external devices cL ected to the internet. 

9. A gateway devicLcording to Claim 8 wherein said parser front end 
, determines the type of operation rUested by the external device. 

,0 A gateway device acLing to Claim 8 wherein said parser section 

A f„m ». ImJi one of an XML command and an XML response 
organizes elements parsed from at least one or an aivu, 

and passes at least some of the elementW a requested application. 

„ A gateway device accordil to Claim 10 wherein said parser section also 
nests the elements to be passed to the requLed application within an application 
programming interface (API) wrapper. \ 
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7 \ 12 3e«aydevi«accordingtoClaim8wherei„saidbui.dingseo.ion 
' prepVes responses ,o requests received by .he gateway device. 

Y A gateway device according to Claim 12 wherein said building section 
5 assemblesultsreturnedbyarequestedapplicationintoanXMLresponse. 

hA A method for communicating between a subscnber computer and an 
extemaldevi\v,aagatcwaydeviceandtheintemet.themethodcompnsmg: 

adaptinlthesubscnbercomputerthatiscomrectedtothegatewaydevrc 0 
facilitateclmuVonsbetweenthcsubscriber computer andatleastone network, 
receivrngSMLcommandatUregatewaydcvicefromtheextemaldevce, 

parsing the Xm command; 

executing the pXsed XML command; and 

Lm,lganSLresponsefrom.hegatewaydevice,o.heextemal<.ev,cc 
.asedurnt-xecutionlheXMLcommandsuchthatthegatewaydevtccs^^^^ 

, commuL,ons.nvolvingIsubscribercom 

rcquiringthesubscribcrcompLtosupportXMLcommandsandresponses. 

,5 AmethodaccorditoClaimMwhereinrecervinganXMLcommand 
.™p„sesreceivmg.XMLcomLdatthegatewaydevicefromab„lingandcontent 


server. 


A^ethodaecordingtocVwfurthercomprisingdeterminingthetype 
of operation requested bythe external devVeprior to parsrng the XML command. 

,7. AmethodaccordingtoClaiLwhereinexecutingtheXMLcommand 

" '°""t:sing*cParsedXMLcomm.dto\espectiveappl^^^^^^^ 
receiving a response from the respective VpUcation program. 
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Zethod according to aaimntohercomprisingnestingthe parsed 
XM4.J.o*ere,ue.edappHca«onwUM„a.appUca.o„progra™™.ng.nrcr.acc 

(API) Aapper between said parsing and passing steps. 
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